I Am Sending You
Theme: John-The Gospel of Light and Life
Scripture: John 19:41-20:1 and 20:19-22
Things I’d like to remember from today’s sermon
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Meditation Moments for Monday, April 17 – John 20:1-10. Early Sunday, Mary, Peter and “the disciple
whom Jesus loved” found the tomb empty. Had the authorities, or grave robbers, taken Jesus’ body? The
disciples saw an unexpected sight. Scholar Craig Keener noted, “The face cloth separate from the linen is
‘folded up’… which could be an indication of neatness, or that it was still rolled the way it had been when
it was wrapped around Jesus’ head—that his body had risen straight out of the wrappings and cloth.”
• When Jesus raised Lazarus, “The dead man came out, his feet bound and his hands tied, and his face
covered with a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Untie him’” (John 11:44). But the risen Jesus didn’t need
anyone to untie him. His grave cloths, folded and left behind, were one sign that his resurrection was
qualitatively different, the creation of a new plane of human life. In your walk with God, have you ever
met something that didn’t fit your previous ideas about how life works? How do you remain open to
see “and believe”?
• Mary went to the tomb “while it was still dark.” She didn’t expect to find Jesus alive, but in love and
devotion she was eager to care for his body as soon as possible. (The Jewish laws, the very ones Jesus
had challenged, forbade that on the Sabbath.) How can you nurture a desire to go to Jesus first, even
in times of discouragement and darkness?
Prayer: Lord God, your creative power is always at work in my life and in the world around me. Keep my
mind open and willing to believe in all you want to do in my life. Amen.
Tuesday, April 18– Read John 20:11-13. In John’s gospel, as we’ve learned, details matter. John tells us
there are two angels, and they are sitting inside the tomb on the ledge ‘where the body of Jesus had been,
one at the head and one at the foot’ (20:12). These details may be an allusion to the “mercy seat of God,”
which was what was depicted on the lid of the Ark of the Covenant. John may have been trying to help us
see that this place in the empty tomb was the new mercy seat. He wanted us to see, that through his
sacrifice, Christ had reconciled humanity to God.
• Mary thought she was going to the tomb to finish preparing Jesus’ body for burial. Why not weep?
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Expressing grief over a loss is healthy. Yet two angels (“in white,” not the color of sorrow) asked her,
“Why are you crying?” Has God ever helped you see a painful or negative experience in a different
light? What are you facing now that needs the touch of God’s life and hope?
• Mary, at first, could see only one likely explanation for the empty tomb: “They have taken away my
Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve put him.” Have you ever faced a situation in which “they”
(whether “they” were faceless and nameless, or very well known) have tainted something you care
about deeply? What helps you lift your focus from what “they” may have done to the living Lord of
your life, letting him help you reframe the situation?
Prayer: Living Lord, help me never to fear tears and sorrow—and never to get stuck in them, either. Give me
eyes to see people, situations and myself in the light of your eternal love. Amen.
Wednesday, April 19 – Read John 20:14-18. Mary thought Jesus was “the gardener.” Symbolically, he was.
While in Genesis, humanity failed in taking care of the garden, Jesus would tend earth’s “garden” well
(cf. Genesis 2:15, Romans 5:15-21). Mary didn’t recognize Jesus (scholar William Barclay suggested she
may have been blinded by her tears), but it seems his voice, the way he said her name, was unmistakable.
Then Jesus sent Mary to be the very first eyewitness to the risen Christ.
• At the sound of Jesus’ voice, Mary moved in a flash from utter despair to unbelievable joy. How can
you more and more come to know the “sound” of Jesus’ voice? What steps will help you keep your
relationship with Jesus personal, a link between your heart and his, rather than just an academic
exercise?
• Scholar N. T. Wright said, “If someone in the first century had wanted to invent a convincing story
about people seeing Jesus, they wouldn’t have dreamed of giving the star part to a woman. Let alone
Mary Magdalene.” What does Jesus’ trust in Mary to share the good news of Easter tell you about
how Jesus saw the value of both women and men in his new creation?
Prayer: Lord Jesus, in the beginning you created. Then, when everything went wrong, you came and launched
a new creation. I want to be part of that, and join Mary in sharing the news of a risen Lord. Amen.
Thursday, April 20– Read John 20:19-23. Everything the disciples thought they understood about Jesus
seemed lost. He was dead, and now his body was missing. The disciples were hiding, afraid the Jewish
authorities would come after them next. But no one had stolen Jesus’ body. He was still their Messiah, in
ways that surpassed their wildest dreams. “Jesus...stood among them" and gave them his peace, his
purpose ("As the Father sent me, so I am sending you"), and his power ("Receive the Holy Spirit").
• Jesus’ resurrection was in many ways just the beginning for the disciples. On the night when the risen
Christ finally appeared to his disciples, he breathed on them and said, “As the father sent me, so I am
sending you” (John 20:21). We are meant to complete what Jesus started 2000 years ago. How can you
be part of Jesus’ work of extending the message of God’s love and forgiveness to others? How can you
help to restore the world to what God intended?
• John kept including clues to remind his readers of the creation stories in Genesis 1-3. After Jesus
commissioned the disciples in verse 21, “he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’”—a
clear echo of Genesis 2:7. How has Jesus breathed new hope and purpose—new life—into you? In
what ways can you tangibly share that peace and wholeness with those around you today?
Prayer: Lord God, thank you for defeating death through Jesus’ resurrection. Help me to embrace your peace
and purpose, and to trust the Holy Spirit as my power source as I shine your light to those around me.
Amen.
Friday, April 21– Read John 20:24-28. For unknown reasons, Thomas missed Jesus’ first appearance to
the disciples. He refused to take their word for the remarkable claim that Jesus was alive. But Jesus was
patient with Thomas’ fears and questions. He came again when Thomas was present, and said “Look at
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my hands. Put your hand into my side.” The presence of his clearly-alive Lord overcame all Thomas’
doubt. He worshipped, calling Jesus “my Lord and my God.”
•
John began with the words, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God” (John 1:1). At the end, Thomas became the first person in the entire gospel to fully
get that, to look at Jesus and address him directly as “God.” Will you join him in bowing before
Jesus and saying “My Lord and my God”?
• The risen Jesus was different—he could pass through locked doors, for example (verse 26). But he was
not just a ghost—that was the point of “Put your hand into my side.” This was physically him, Jesus,
the body the grave clothes could not contain. The Word who became flesh (John 1:14) arose as flesh
still, with what Paul would call a “spiritual body” (1 Corinthians 15:42-47). In what ways can these
hints about what the risen Jesus was like “flesh out” your hope and expectation for life with him
eternally?
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are my Lord and my God. You are my Creator and my Redeemer. Because you live,
I too will live forever. I thank you and I praise you today. Amen.
Saturday, April 22 - Read John 20:29-31. John wrote this gospel as the generation of the apostles was dying,
so Thomas’ experience had special significance. If people weren’t willing to trust the testimony of those
who’d seen Jesus, the faith would soon die out. Jesus said, “Happy are those who don’t see and yet believe.”
We don’t see Jesus as the apostles did. But an eyewitness wrote this gospel so that we may believe as they
did, and have eternal life.
• This was almost certainly the fourth gospel’s original ending. (We’ll see next week that chapter 21
reads like a sequel, added for a special purpose.) John’s gospel was not an exhaustive biography,
written for abstract, academic purposes. No - “these things are written so that you will believe that
Jesus is the Christ, God’s Son, and that believing, you will have life in his name.” Scholar William
Barclay wrote, “We must read [the gospels], not primarily as historians seeking information, but as
men and women seeking God.”1 In what ways have you come to know God better as you’ve read the
gospel of John? How can you more fully share the bread of life, the living water because of this journey
with Jesus?
Prayer: Dear God, I thank you that John used his consummate writing artistry to bear witness to Jesus, the
Messiah. Guide me as I use whatever gifts I have to bear witness to my Savior. Amen.

Family Activity: Jesus is risen and lives forever as the Light of the World! To celebrate Easter, share one
or both of these activities. First, bake or buy cupcakes. On top of each one, place and light a trick
candle. Encourage each person to blow out his or her candles. When people see that the light keeps
appearing and it is impossible to extinguish, read John 1:5 and John 20:1-20. Remind everyone that
Jesus is the Light of the World and that death or darkness cannot ever overcome him! Later that night,
take a family walk. Try to walk only in the darkness, then turn on a flashlight. Discuss which is best
and why. Give thanks and praise to God that Jesus is the light and will always show us the way. Happy
Easter!
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Theme: John – The Gospel of Light and Life
“I Am Sending You”
Sermon preached by Jeff Huber
April 15-16, 2017 at First United Methodist Church, Durango
Scripture: John 19:41-20:1 and 20:19-22
41 The place of crucifixion was near a garden, where there was a new
tomb, never used before. 42 And so, because it was the day of
preparation for the Jewish Passover and since the tomb was close at
hand, they laid Jesus there.
1 Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene
came to the tomb and found that the stone had been rolled away from
the entrance.
19 That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors
because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was
standing there among them! “Peace be with you,” he said. 20 As he
spoke, he showed them the wounds in his hands and his side. They were
filled with joy when they saw the Lord! 21 Again he said, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” 22 Then he
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.
VIDEO

Sermon Intro

SLIDE

“I Am Sending You”

I would invite you to take out of your bulletin your Meditation
Moments and your Message Notes. If you’re watching at home online
you can download this resource right off the website. There are some
blank lines below for you to take notes and I would love for you to write
down anything you feel like God is speaking to you today during our
time of worship.
You will find also on the front side and continuing onto the back
side daily Scripture readings which will allow you to read John’s account
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of the resurrection which we hope you will find to be a blessing in the
coming week.
The last six weeks, our congregation has been reading together
the Gospel of John. We started at the beginning of the season of Lent,
which is the 40 days and seven Sundays before you get Easter. During
the sermons over the last six weeks we have been reflecting on the
different themes in the Gospel of John and we have learned two things
that would be important for all of us to remember on this Easter
weekend.
First, John writes his gospel differently than Matthew, Mark and
Luke. Those three Gospels are called the synoptic Gospels and they are
read more like a reporter’s account or a historical reflection of the
person of Jesus. John, on the other hand, always has layers to his
gospel. The surface layer is what we find on top if we just read the
Gospel at face value. We can read the Gospel this way and discover
what Jesus said and did any can speak to us, but John also has deeper
layers at which he is writing his gospel. John leaves hints about those
deeper layers and if we know what to look for, we will find a lot more in
this gospel than meets the eye. We will see that today as we study the
story of the resurrection in John.
The second thing we have learned, is that in John’s Gospel he is
making the case that Jesus is more than a mere man. He is more than a
great profit or great teacher. John wants us to be clear that God has
come to us in the person of Jesus Christ. God wrapped himself in
human flesh to reveal himself to us and to communicate to us as
human beings. Through Jesus, we are meant to understand what God is
like and who we are as humans and what we are meant to be like. Jesus
is God’s response to the deepest questions that we ask and the
struggles that we face in life.
One of John’s great concerns in his gospel is to make sure that we
understand that what we believe about those deepest questions and
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the struggles we face in life, should make a difference in how we live
our lives. Spiritual truth is meaningless for John unless it changes us,
which is one of the points he is trying to drive home as we read about
Jesus and his life and death and resurrection. God understands the
questions and struggles that we have as humans, the doubts and the
confusion and fear and what we wrestle with daily, and God comes to
us in the person of Jesus to respond to these human thoughts and
emotions.
Jesus is God’s message to us and John makes this clear from the
very beginning of his gospel, in what’s called the prologue. Everything
else we see about Jesus in the Gospel of John is meant to teach us
something about who God is and who we are meant to be. We read
these words that we often read on Christmas Eve as we like the Christ
candle.
BIBLE

1 In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was
with God, and the Word was God.
14 So the Word became flesh and lived among us. He was
full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his
glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.

The Word is God’s desire to reveal and communicate humanity.
When we come to the story of the death and resurrection of Jesus, we
come to the climax of that message to us. While we are here to focus
on the resurrection that first Easter Sunday, we also must remember
the events of the week leading up to that to get the full impact of what
is going on in John’s Gospel. On Thursday night, after Jesus is arrested,
the disciples go into hiding. On Friday, Jesus has been crucified and the
disciples are still hiding from the authorities. Judas, the one who
betrayed Jesus, took his own life that day because of the guilt he felt
around his betrayal. Friday night, Jesus is placed in the tomb and the
tomb is sealed while disciples are still hiding in a room with the door
locked. They remained in that room all day Saturday.
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Here’s what we read in John 19 about what happened late on that
Friday night and early on that Sunday morning.
BIBLE

41 The place of crucifixion was near a garden, where there
was a new tomb, never used before. 42 And so, because it
was the day of preparation for the Jewish Passover and
since the tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there.
1 Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and found that the stone had
been rolled away from the entrance.

Mary then runs to the disciples who are hiding behind locked
doors and she says to them, “Someone has taken the Lord’s body!” She
is assuming someone has taken Jesus to further humiliate him. We then
find two of the disciples having the great foot race as Peter and the
disciple whom Jesus loved, which we often assume is John, running to
the tomb. It’s Peter in the lead and then it’s John and then it’s Peter
and then it’s John who beats him to the tomb. They saw that the tomb
was empty, with the linen cloths folded on the ledge, and they still
didn’t understand what was going on so they headed back to the room
and locked themselves inside again.
Mary Magdalene goes back to the tomb and she first sees two
angels sitting at the head and the foot of where Jesus had been. She
then sees Jesus and he speaks to her. She runs back to the disciples and
says, “I have seen the Lord! He is risen!” Luke’s gospel tells us their
response in chapter 24.
BIBLE

11 But the story sounded like nonsense to the men, so they
didn’t believe it.

The story that we will focus on today picks up from there. All
Sunday afternoon they remained in that room, behind locked doors,
terrified for their future. This where we meet them in our text from
John chapter 20.
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BIBLE

19 That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind
locked doors because they were afraid of the Jewish
leaders.

They were right to be afraid. It was not uncommon for a leader
who was a threat to the Jewish establishment, the religious leaders or
to Rome, to be killed but all of those who were in their inner circle as
well. The disciples rightly believed that the Romans might crucify them
just as they crucified Jesus. They were afraid for their lives, but there
was something more going on in that room as they were hiding behind
locked doors.
I have no doubt they were also experiencing trauma, grief,
confusion, sorrow and pain. I think that because I’ve been with many
people in our congregation when they have lost a loved one in an
untimely or tragic death. I have experienced that in my own life with
the death of her son last year. When I was a youth pastor, on several
occasions I found myself in the emergency room waiting area where
teenagers had been in terrible automobile accidents. Their friends and
family were in a waiting room, hoping the doctor would emerge with
good news. I have sat with families and the doctor came in and had to
say, “I’m so sorry.”
I have felt what was being felt in that room on that night the
disciples were locked away. Many of you have probably been to the
home of someone who was lost a loved one tragically. When you walk
in, the neighbors and friends are gathered around. They have brought
food and they try to find words that bring comfort. You finally are able
to approach that person who has lost a spouse or a companion or some
other family member or close friend, and they begin to sob as you
embrace them. Other people begin to cry, and then it becomes silent as
people sit there, not really sure what they should say. By the way, in
these moments, there often is nothing to say so don’t say anything, just
be present. Be willing to sit in the silence because often times, that is
where God shows up.
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I think that is what was happening in that room where the
disciples had gathered behind locked doors that day. There are 90
families Syria today having that experience. There are families in
Sweden and San Bernardino having that experience today. Family
members had gone to church and shopping and school and their lives
were obliterated in ridiculous and senseless violence. This last year,
another pastor lost his daughter suddenly and she was about the same
age as our son who passed away. He wrote, “This has been a wretched
ordeal. It has taken grief to a new level for me. We are just inching
through the valley, trying to breathe.”
That may capture what the disciples were feeling that day in that
room as they wrestled with loss, trauma, sorrow, grief, despair and fear
all mixed into one emotional cocktail. That’s the context in which we
hear the next words from John’s Gospel. While the disciples were
behind a locked door in fear of the authorities…
BIBLE

Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! “Peace
be with you,” he said. 20 As he spoke, he showed them the
wounds in his hands and his side. They were filled with joy
when they saw the Lord!

Can you imagine what it must have been like in that moment for
the disciples? There was no knock at the door. The door never even
opened. Jesus simply appears in the room and is standing in front of
them. Imagine what the disciples must’ve been feeling as they rubbed
their eyes. What is going on? Is it really you Jesus? How is this even
possible? That experience must’ve been overwhelming and blown their
minds, as they see Jesus standing there in their midst. They no doubt
wondered if it was a hallucination or if it was really happening.
Jesus even must show them his hands and his side so they would
believe it was really him. He then says these powerful words, “Peace be
with you.” It was his way of saying, “Don’t be afraid. I know what you
have seen. I know the trauma you experienced. I know you saw with
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your own eyes, some of you from a distance because you were afraid. I
know the pain you went through, but peace be with you. I am here. It’s
me.”
Then there was this joy that came when they finally recognized
and believed that Christ was risen from the grave. If Jesus is the Word
made flesh, what was God saying in this particular moment, showing
up in the midst of the disciples after he had been crucified? What God
was saying is what we say every single year at Easter. He was telling us
that hate and sin and evil and even death will not have the final word.
He was saying that the worst thing will never be a last thing. He was
saying that Jesus, God in the flesh, had triumphed over the grave. Light
has conquered darkness. Love has conquered hate. Life has conquered
death. All of that was being said without a word being uttered as Jesus
stands in the midst of the disciples, resurrected from the grave.
God is addressing our deepest questions and challenges and
struggles that we face as human beings, as Jesus is raised from the
dead. Paul Tillich, the philosopher and theologian once said these
words.
SLIDE

(Use Paul Tillich GRAPHIC on the side of this quote.)
“The face of every man shows the trace of the presence of
death in his life, of his fear of death, of his courage toward
death, and of his resignation to death. This frightful
presence of death subjects man to bondage and servitude
all his life. But, Christ’s resurrection liberates us from
bondage and servitude. Christ’s presence is God’s answer
to our frightful presence of death which lingers with us at
every moment of every day.”

We recognize that as human beings, we are mortal. Whether we
have faith or not, we sometimes come to a place where we are okay
with our own death. We can come to a place of peace and recognition
that we are going to die, but we still struggle as human beings when we
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think about the death of people that we love the most. That’s where
the pain really comes in, when we have to deal with the pain of
separation in saying goodbye to someone that we are used to seeing
every day.
Jesus’ resurrection is meant to speak to us in those moments and
say to us, “Death is not the end of the story for human beings. There is
something more and so don’t be afraid and take heart and be at
peace.” The apostle Paul speaks powerfully about this in 1 Corinthians
15. He uses his beautiful phrase from Isaiah 25 that I often share at
graveside services.
BIBLE

51 But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will not
all die, but we will all be transformed!
53 For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies
that will never die; our mortal bodies must be transformed
into immortal bodies.
54 Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed
into bodies that will never die, this Scripture will be
fulfilled: “Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death,
where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”
57 But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

There was a man whose mother died on Palm Sunday. That’s a
good day to die if you’re going to die. Easter is even better if you can
manage to have your death workout to be on Easter Sunday. I fantasize
about that sometimes. Right after a preach my Easter sermon I say
those words I often share with you at the end of Easter services, “Not
only do I believe in the resurrection, but I’m counting on it.” Then I sit
down and that’s it. Wouldn’t that be a dramatic ending?
This man’s mother wasn’t afraid to die. She had faith in her
redeemer and she was anticipating going home to be with Jesus. She
wasn’t necessarily in a hurry, but she looked forward to being in the
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presence of God. I have sat with many older persons who have felt this
way and they didn’t want their kids or grandkids to be afraid. They
want their family to know with confidence what they believe, and that
they will be okay. Her pastor was visiting and anointing her with oil and
praying with the family, giving her to God. The next day was Palm
Sunday and her breathing became shallow and she had been
unconscious and unresponsive for several days. But as she drew her last
breath, she raised her hand, even though she hadn’t spoken or opened
her eyes or moved for three days. As she took her last breath, she lifted
her hand and then laid it down and then she was gone.
I have had that experience with several people as they have come
near to their death, where they raise their hand as if wanting you to
take there’s. I usually will take their hand and pray, but it’s clear they’re
reaching out for something more. Thomas Dorsey wrote a spiritual
hymn in 1932 about this experience of reaching out for the hand of
Christ when he penned the words, “Precious Lord, take my hand.” He
wrote that hymn shortly after his wife died during childbirth to their
firstborn. Just two days after her death, their newborn son passed away
as well. In the midst of that grief, he wrote these words.
SLIDE

Precious Lord, take my hand,
Lead me on, let me stand,
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;
Through the storm, through the night,
Lead me on to the light:
Take my hand, precious Lord,
Lead me home.

The first person I was with when they took their last breath was
my grandma Huber, my dad’s mother. I was holding her hand as she
took that last breath and I could physically feel something leave the
room. I think God took her hand to lead her home. I think Thomas
Dorsey in 1932, walking to the overwhelming grief of losing his wife and
his only child, also felt the Lord taking his hand and leading him home.
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This is the promise of Easter to each of us. This is the message
God is sending to us as Jesus is wrapped in human flesh and resurrected
on that first Easter morning. Death is not the end. There is life beyond
death and Christ has prepared a place for us and will lead us home.
That brings us to what Jesus says after he shows them his hands
and his side.
BIBLE

21 Again he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I am sending you.” 22 Then he breathed on
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.

Notice that the beginning of this text begins with this word,
“Again.” John is reminding us that this is not the first-time Jesus has
used these words. This moment is a reaffirmation of the message that
Jesus has given to the disciples, and to us, over and over again. Easter is
not just God’s way of reassuring us that death is not the end. Easter is
not just God’s way of saying that the worst thing is never the last thing
and that there is always hope.
Easter is also a restatement of God’s mission. Easter comes with
an expectation. God is doing something at Easter to transform the
world and change humanity. Jesus reminds us that God has sent him
and God has sent us to do something and be about something and be a
partner with God in the world. Jesus then breathes on them and sends
them out because Easter is a calling and is meant to tell us about our
purpose in life. Sometimes we wonder about our purpose and why we
are here, especially in the midst of hurt and pain and other things that
we experience in the world. Easter is God’s answer to what happens
even after we experience loss and trauma.
Let’s remember that John’s Gospel is written in layers. There is a
clue at the very beginning of John’s Gospel that points us to a deeper
layer we are meant to see whenever we read his words. John starts
with these words that are meant to be familiar.
SLIDE

“In the beginning…”
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Do you recognize these words? These are the same three words
that we find beginning the book of Genesis, the very first book of the
Bible, as we read about the creation story. In Genesis, God creates
Adam and Eve and places them in the midst of a garden. He gives them
wonderful things to eat and drink and enjoy and God walks with them
in the cool of the garden in the afternoon. God places a tree in the
garden and says, “This tree is mine. You can have anything else in this
garden as a gift from me to you, but this tree is mine, so please don’t
eat from it. If you do eat from it then horrible things will happen, so
please don’t eat from this tree.”
Some people read the story and they want to read it historically.
Some people read this story and see it as archetypal. Whichever way
we read it, we can’t miss the fact that this story is meant to be our
story. What happens when you tell a child, or even an adult, that they
can’t have something? They desperately want that thing, and
sometimes we don’t even know why! The one thing they can’t have is
the one thing they desperately want. Every one of us knows what it’s
like to have the serpent whisper in our ears that we should take
something that we know we shouldn’t take; that we should do
something we know we shouldn’t to; that we should say something we
know we shouldn’t say. Paradise is lost in our own lives in this story is
repeated every single day.
Have any of you ever noticed how some news stories that don’t
seem like they should be that significant end up exploding and
consuming our lives? Some people want to blame the media, or social
media, but who is it that consumes all of that? It’s us! We all think we
should have an opinion and have our say, even when we don’t know all
of the facts. Or we do those very things we are criticizing in our own
lives! Do you know why we do this? It’s because we are human and this
is our story.
In Genesis, we see the beautiful garden which God has made and
the paradise God created destroyed when they begin to pray a prayer
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something like this, “Not THY will, but MY will be done. I know what
you have said God, but I want to do what I want to do. I want to have
the satisfaction that I want to have. I want the world to run my way. I
want to be God.”
When we human beings decide to go down this path, and we turn
away from God, we find pain and brokenness. How can you doubt that
when you watch the evening news and see the things that happen in
our world? We see the evidence of paradise being lost in human
interaction all around us.
When John is telling us about the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus, he is taking us back to the garden. John tells us that Jesus went to
pray in a garden the night before he was crucified, just before he was
arrested. Matthew, Mark and Luke simply tell us that Jesus went to
Gethsemane. Why would John make sure we knew that was a garden
grove of olive trees?
We read these words earlier from John 19 which also point to the
deeper level and included detail which Matthew, Mark and Luke don’t
give us.
BIBLE

41 The place of crucifixion was near a garden, where there
was a new tomb, never used before.

So, Jesus prays in a garden. The place of crucifixion was near a
garden where there was a new tomb in which the body of Jesus was
laid. Jesus was buried in that garden tomb. Jesus was resurrected in
that garden tomb. When Jesus first appears to Mary near the tomb, she
thinks he is a gardener.
God is the gardener in Eden. Jesus is buried in a garden and he
appears to be the gardener. John wants us to get that Jesus has come
to reclaim the garden and restore paradise. Jesus has come to heal the
brokenness in our world and create a new humanity which is restored
and can live as God intended human beings to live.
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Jesus suffers on the cross and takes that curse of death which first
appeared in that first garden as result of humanity wanting to be God
and have everything. In the resurrection, Jesus begins the process of
changing everything. By his life, his teaching, his death in his
resurrection, Jesus is turning things around. In his death, Jesus
experiences all the brutality that humanity can offer and he transforms
that and brings hope through his resurrection.
John gives us one more clue to the connection between Jesus and
the restoration of paradise in this story as he gives us another detail.
We read this in Genesis 2:7.
BIBLE

7 Then the Lord God formed the man from the dust of the
ground. He breathed the breath of life into the man’s
nostrils, and the man became a living person.

Remember what Jesus said to the disciples in that locked upper
room when he first appeared to them? “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” 22 Then he breathed on
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.
Jesus breathed new life into them, changing them and
transforming them from the inside out. They literally left that room
different people who were now willing to let go of the fear and be a
part of God’s message to the world. They experience the fundamental
reorientation of life through Jesus Christ and his resurrection in him
breathing new life into them. It changed how they thought and how
they saw their lives and what they saw their purpose in life as being. By
the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus is transforming those disciples so
their prayer moves from being, “Not THY will, but MY will be done,” to
what we pray in the Lord’s Prayer every week, “Not MY will, but THY
will be done,” which also is the prayer that Jesus prayed in the garden
the night of his arrest.
They begin to see their purpose as a continuation of bringing
about the restoration of paradise. They understand that now they are
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to help repair the broken world in which they live. They are now called
to love their neighbor as they love themselves and love God with their
heart, soul, mind and strength.
We are meant to live life differently because of Easter. One of
John’s main objectives is to get us to see that spiritual truth doesn’t
mean anything if it doesn’t change our behavior and how we live our
lives. Faith is empty and hollow if all we do is talk about it and think
about it. We are meant to be changed because we are followers of
Jesus and this is what Jesus is doing in the resurrection. The
resurrection is meant to change our perception. We are meant to
understand the world and our place in it differently. We are to have a
changed heart and a changed mind, which result in changed actions.
We talk about this in the Christian faith as, “conversion.” This is a
fundamental change in our lives. The apostle Paul puts it this way in 2
Corinthians 5:17.
BIBLE

…anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person.
The old life is gone; a new life has begun!

In John 3, Jesus says this to Nicodemus who is a Jewish teacher
who comes to him at night.
BIBLE

“I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot
see the Kingdom of God.”
4 “What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can
an old man go back into his mother’s womb and be born
again?”
5 Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the
Kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit.
6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy
Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.

We all need to be changed from the inside out, and that comes
when we trust in the resurrected Christ and allow his Holy Spirit to be
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breathed upon us. We then are willing to say, “Here I am Lord! Do with
me what you want.” We invite God’s Holy Spirit to work inside of us
and re-create us, as the Potter shapes the clay. We are meant to allow
God to change our values and our ideals, to produce the fruits of the
spirit flowing out of his, so we are different human beings. We are part
of a new humanity because of the resurrection of Christ from the dead.
John is driving home that this is what happens in that room that night,
and it is meant to continue in our lives today.
We capture this same idea on Christmas Eve, when we turn all the
lights off in the sanctuary and it is totally dark because the world can be
a dark place. The lone Christ candle is lit, the light that these candles
represent each time we gather for worship. We remember the
darkness, with that one Christ candle shining, that Jesus said, “I am the
light of the world.” Jesus has come to push back the darkness.
But then we make a shift as we remember that Jesus then said to
his disciples, and to you and I today, “YOU are the light of the world.”
GRAPHIC

You are the light of the world

“You are a city set upon a hill which cannot be hidden. Let your
light so shine before others that they might see your good works and
give glory to God.” It’s now our job to push back the darkness, so we
take the lit candle and we pass it to all of you until it reaches every
corner of the sanctuary. As we finish singing, Silent Night, we lift our
candles and look around and see how the darkroom has become filled
with light. That’s a picture of what Jesus is hoping for from us, that we
are taking his light into the world to push back the darkness.
“As the father is sending me, so I am sending you. Receive the Holy
Spirit and may it empower you to go and live this way.” There are over
1000 of you who will worship with us today. While some people don’t
get excited about big church gatherings, I get excited when I think
about the impact we can have on the world if we take this Easter
resurrection stuff seriously.
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I just think about myself personally. I am pretty sure that there
are at least 10 times every day when I have a chance to live out this
mission from Jesus, to show compassion and kindness and love and
encouragement and mercy and forgiveness. I have a chance every day
to stand up for the weak and those who are voiceless; to work for
justice and change that will help the world look more like the Kingdom
of God. It can happen in small ways and he can happen in great ways.
We pay attention to the nudging of the Holy Spirit when we see
someone who seems down or seems to be struggling. We stop in the
midst of our busy life and we pay attention and we care, or we send the
note or we send an email or a tweet or do something to try and
encourage and bless others. We decide to serve others instead of
always serving ourselves. We decide to stand up for people who feel
disenfranchised or invisible.
I’m guessing we each have at least 10 opportunities a day. If there
are 1000 of you here today at worship that means there could be at
least 10,000 opportunities every day for us to work to restore the
garden, to heal the world, to bless other people and to change things in
our world. That’s exciting.
I think about the ways we try to do that here at First United
Methodist Church. If you live in this community and you don’t have a
church home, I hope you come back. One of the main goals of this
church is to connect with people who don’t go to church, who are
thinking people, who for whatever reason dropped out of church or
faith. Some of you dropped out in college or when you were a young
adult and some of you have never been around faith or have been
turned off because of what you saw being acted out by Christians they
get captured in the news. Some of you have had bad experiences with
Christians or some things in the Christian faith have never made sense.
Our hope is to be a church where you can speak our mind and
your heart and your soul, and you can be a smart person, who asks
serious questions, and still be a follower of Jesus. Once we wrestle with
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those things in our head, we then maybe can experience things in our
heart and our hearts can begin to change as we allow God to work in
our lives.
But every week, our goal is to send you back out in the world to
be the presence of Jesus Christ and live out your faith, hopefully being
changed by being a part of this community that we call First United
Methodist Church. Being a part of the body of Christ here means that
we see ourselves in mission every day. We might care for the poor or
the elderly or the young, but making the world a better place in some
way. That’s a part of living out the mission of Jesus.
Every week in the bulletin and in the E-newsletter we list ways
that you can serve. If we have 1000 people working together in a
community of this size we can do some amazing things. We do that on
a daily basis, but every year at Easter we look for special projects that
we can participate in as a church who gathers to celebrate resurrection
hope and transformation. We try to find places where things don’t look
like the Kingdom of God yet and we can step in. We have a team of
folks who look at the possibilities, because every year, we give away
anything you designate as part of your Easter offering beyond the walls
of our church. When you note it on your check or put it in the Easter
offering envelope, it goes to these projects right here in our community
where there is an urgent need to bring healing to the garden.
GRAPHIC

01 Big Brothers, Big Sisters

Big Brothers and Big Sisters offers One-to-One Mentoring for Atrisk Youth. They connect kids and adults with the goal of improving
student success. The programs are designed to provide children facing
adversity with strong and enduring, professionally supported one-toone relationships that change their lives for the better, forever!
GRAPHIC

02 CASA of the Southwest

CASA, or Court Appointed Special Advocates, provides advocacy
for children who have been removed from their home due to neglect
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and abuse. CASA works to ensure that every endangered and
maltreated child is safe from abuse and neglect, can live with a loving,
permanent family, gets individualized, sensitive services and zealous
advocacy to enforce his or her basic human needs. Some of them have
lived through hell on earth and CASA works to provide healing and
nurturing for each of their kids.
GRAPHIC

03 Habitat for Humanity

Habitat is a faith-based ministry that believes that every single
person should have a simple, decent place to live. Here in La Plata
County that can be a real challenge for many. Your offering will help
with the construction of new homes in our area. Volunteers build
homes with Habitat construction staff guidance in La Plata County.
Potential homeowners put in “sweat equity” and work side by side with
volunteers AND purchase their home with a no interest loan, with all
funds going back into investing in new homes.
GRAPHIC

04 Alternative Horizons

Alternative Horizons provides services to women, men and
children who are the victims of domestic violence. Their mission is to
provide support and alternatives to survivors of domestic violence and
their families while striving to strengthen our community through
education and prevention efforts.
These are examples of the kinds of things that Jesus is asking us to
do when he says, “As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.” You
have a chance here today to make a difference in the lives of the
children and adults who all will benefit, not just with the money today,
but by what we do on a regular basis when we volunteer our time and
our talents. We have people who go out every single week and serve
the community in many of these places and others to try and heal this
community and help La Plata County look more like the garden God
intended. That’s part of what we are about as a community of faith.
The second weekend of June we will invite all of you to worship
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together by going out and serving. We don’t do our regular worship
services that weekend but instead provide more than 60 opportunities
for you to go out and live out this mission. We go out to heal the world,
restore it showing kindness and compassion. We have children as
young as three and four years old who go out on that weekend with
their families and serve. Here’s the question I want to ask you. If those
children are going out and serving, what are the rest of us being asked
to do? What will each one of us do to restore the garden to heal the
world and to continue the mission of Jesus that began on that first
resurrection day?
GRAPHIC

Jeff’s Christmas Cactus

I want to leave you with this image. This is the Christmas cactus I
have in my office. I found this plant in the church dumpster in 2003,
shortly after I moved to Durango. It was a bit wilted, but I re-potted it
and then faithfully watered it with stale Diet Coke. It has bloomed in my
office every Christmas AND every Easter on cue! All I had to do was
bring it out of the tomb of the dumpster and into the light and allow it
to be breathed upon and it fulfills its purpose. What tomb do you find
yourself in today that you need to step out of?
I hope you will remember on this Easter Sunday that death no
longer has power to keep you enslaved to fear because Christ has risen
from the dead. Evil, hate, sin and darkness no longer have the final
word because Christ is risen from the dead. We have a mission to fulfill.
The Holy Spirit longs to fill us and empower us, guide us and lead us, to
do it.
How we face death and how we live our lives is different because
Christ is risen. The resurrection changes everything, if we believe it, if
we trust it and if we follow the risen Christ.
I probably have had two or three people in the past few months
ask me this question that I get asked frequently as a pastor, “Seriously,
Pastor Jeff, you are relatively intelligent person. Do you really believe
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this resurrection story? Do you really believe that Jesus was dead and
that then he came back to life and walked out of the tomb? Do you
really believe that he just showed up in the middle of the disciples
behind locked doors in a room? Do you really believe that he showed
them his hands and his side and he was alive after something like a
crucifixion? Do you believe that after we are dead, something else
happens to us and there is more? Do you really believe this stuff, or are
you just trying to sell me a bill of goods?”
I share with them the same answer that I share with you several
times each year. I not only believe it, I’m counting on it! And I want you
to count on it too! Because when we count on the resurrection, we find
the peace of Christ. We find the joy of Christ. We find life in light in his
name. Let’s pray.
SLIDE

Prayer

As we bow our heads and close our eyes, I would invite you to
pray, rather than simply for me to just pray on your behalf. I will share
with you what you might want to say, but you can say whatever you
like. I hope you will talk to the risen Christ, the one who promises that
he will never leave us nor forsake us. He promised to go and prepare a
place for us and that he will come back for us and extend his hand. He’s
the one who said, “As the father has sent me, so I’m sending you.” I
would love for you to simply whisper under your breath these words, or
speak to God in your own words.
Lord, I believe... I trust that you died for me…
I trust that you were raised from the dead...
Thank you, for your love and mercy…
Fill me with your Holy Spirit…
Send me on your mission… To heal the world…
In your holy name, Amen.
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