METHODIST CHURCH BEING JESUS CHRIST TO THE WORLD

DURANGO. COLORADO

<‘~F1RST UNPIED

Under the authority of Christ, we are becoming a community of Jesus-followers for the transformation of the world. ENGace

“The Power of Learning Other Languages”

Theme: Connect with... the Real Social Network
Scripture: Acts 2:1-6, 12

Things I’d like to remember from today’s sermon

Meditation Moments for Monday, May 1- Read Acts 1:4-8, 2:1-6. Acts 2:41-47 painted a beautiful portrait of
the wonderful personal connections the first Christians shared. As he wrote Acts, Luke took his readers
“behind the scenes” to show how those connections came about. Above and beyond any sociological or
organizational factors, he said the real connecting power was God’s Holy Spirit.

e The Bible’s grand story is about God reaching out to humans, far more than about us searching for God.
How did God work through people to share the good news of Jesus in the book of Acts? What might God
want to use in you to reach out to others in the days ahead?

e Jesus told his disciples to WAIT to receive power from the Holy Spirit, and then to GO be his witnesses
“in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When have you sensed God’s
power working through you after a time of waiting and listening for God? Compare how things have
worked out when you have “waited” for God’s power, and when you have not.

Prayer: O God, | confess that sometimes | focus on how people are different from me and then use that to
keep them at a distance. Help me to see the variety you have created as a gift so I might connect with
others. Amen.

Tuesday, May 2 - Read Psalm 32. Many scholars believe this psalm reflects King David’s experience. He
covered up his sinful affair with Bathsheba, killed her husband to maintain the cover-up, and then
confessed at the prompting of Nathan the prophet (2 Samuel 11:1-12:13). The psalm brings the community
of God’s people into even such serious spiritual business. “All the faithful” pray in verse 6, and again verse
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11 invites all of God’s people to sing in praise of God’s forgiving love.

¢ Do you trust God enough to be honest with him? David found that “The LORD’s unfailing love
surrounds the one who trusts in him.” What have you been scared or embarrassed to talk to God
about?

e At church, we can be tempted to put on a (false) flawless face. Dr. Don Williams wrote, “What would
happen in the church if we would all introduce ourselves, ‘I’m Don, I’m a sinner’? The pretense
would be gone, and we would be blessed.” How might it deepen your worship and heal you inside to
be vulnerable in community as David was?

Prayer: God, you say we are blessed when we are honest about the places in our lives we have fallen short,
but I must admit that it’s hard to be honest with others. Help me to take the risk to share my brokenness
so | might be made whole again by the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen.

Wednesday, May 3 - Read Acts 10:1-35. Jewish/Roman relationships were clear. Jews saw Romans
(especially soldiers) as impure pagan occupiers; Romans saw Jews as odd, ignorant conquered people.
People criticized Peter’s “mission trip” (Acts 11:2-3). But God made it clear he was serious about reaching
one and all with the message of Jesus: “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”

e God had to direct forcefully to get Peter to cross cultural and religious lines to reach Cornelius.
Cornelius saw an angel; Peter had a vivid vision three times; the Spirit spelled out, “Go with these
men.” What made this so important to God? How can you learn to sense God’s “inner nudges,” even
without a vision to point the way?

e Peter and the Jerusalem Jews could quote Bible texts saying they should avoid Gentiles (see
Nehemiah 13:1-3, Deuteronomy 23:3). The Bible shows us God adapting as times and circumstances
change. How can the Holy Spirit help you to discern the Bible’s transcendent eternal principles, and
to tell them apart from time-bounded rules?

Prayer: Lord God, help me listen to your inner nudges to connect with those you place in my path. Take any
spirit of fear and replace it with a spirit of courage, helping me build new relationships. Amen.

Thursday, May 4 - Read Acts 8:26-38. Deuteronomy 23:1 had said no one who was a eunuch could enter “the

assembly of the Lord.” Then Isaiah 56:3-4 promised that, in fact, God’s love included eunuchs, too. Phillip,

like Peter with the Romans, didn’t have to decide alone whether to reach out to this man. The Holy Spirit sent
him to that encounter. He shared Jesus, and the eunuch was baptized on the spot.

¢ Phillip helped the eunuch grasp the message of Isaiah 56 as mentioned above. Then the eunuch said, “I
want to be baptized,” and Phillip answered “Sure.” How did you learn about Jesus? \What people have
helped you more fully take in the good news? Once convinced, the eunuch asked to be baptized. How
have you “owned” your faith, and given your life to God? If you have never been baptized and are
interested, contact pastorjeff@fumcdurango.org.

e We hear a lot about the Gaza Strip in today’s news. That’s the area where the Holy Spirit sent Phillip, so
that he could meet the man bound homeward toward Ethiopia. If anything, it was more desolate in New
Testament times than today. Have you ever felt “nudged” by the Spirit to go somewhere you never
thought of going on your own?

Prayer: Lord, help me to claim my faith as my own and give my life to your more fully. I sometimes get timid
in my faith because I’m just not sure. In those moments, give me a sense of your presence as I remember
my bapstim. Amen.

Friday, May 5 - Read 1 Peter 3:8-16. Some scholars believe 1 Peter reflects the early Christian church’s
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baptismal teaching. In the Roman Empire, those early Christians faced much mockery, and were often

threatened. Peter urged them to live lives of true compassion, humility and love. Then, he said, when

others ask, “Why do you live with such hope and conviction?” be ready to give them an answer.

e Asachurch, we must wrestle with three questions and be prepared to answer them: 1) Why do
people need Jesus Christ? 2) Why do people need the church? and 3) Why do people need this
church? How would you answer those questions in ways that could communicate your hope and faith
to a non-religious friend or people who are “spiritually unresolved”?

e Give “a good answer” for your hope, Peter said. Then he added, “Do this with gentleness and
respect, keeping a clear conscience.” How many of the “Christian” comments you see on Facebook or
under YouTube videos live up to this standard? How does a lack of gentleness and respect run
counter to the message of God’s love and mercy?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I must admit that 1 sometimes just want to be right and have my opinion be the one every
believes in! Help me to interact with others with gentleness and respect, while still holding to my beliefs
in you. Amen.

Saturday, May 6 - Read Revelation 7:9-17. A prisoner of conscience wrote the book of Revelation. The
Romans exiled him for his faith on the small island of Patmos, isolated from the Christian churches he led
(see Revelation 1:9). Yet he produced (and somehow sent from the island) an awesome work of praise and
vision. At its heart was the scene of “a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe,
people and language” praising Jesus as the Lamb of God. Whatever barriers humans create between
people, Revelation said, Jesus will ultimately surmount them all.

e Jesus called his followers to have the same positive impact on our world as light in a dark place, or
salt on flavorless food (Matthew 5:13-16). In what ways is your life brighter (not flawless, but
brighter!) because of God’s love, forgiveness and presence with you? In what ways do you live that
brightens the lives of others, and adds zest and joy to their world? Ask God to direct you to one
person for whom you can be God’s physical presence in the month ahead.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for your grace and forgiveness you have offered me. Help me to respond to
your love for me by being salt and light to those that I connect with daily. Amen.

Family Activity: As a family, talk about who your friends are, what foods you like to eat, where you like
to spend time and what you like to do with your time. Discuss how similar your family is to those you
spend time with. What differences do you notice between your family and those you are usually
around? If you don’t notice many differences, choose to build relationships with people who are
different than you. Maybe they will be from a different culture or race, maybe they will speak a
different language or maybe they will eat different foods. Ask God to help you understand and
appreciate the differences of others. Give thanks to God for creating such diversity in the world.
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Theme: Connect — with the Real Social Network
“The Power of Learning Other Languages”
Sermon preached by Jeff Huber
April 29-30, 2017 at First United Methodist Church, Durango

Scripture: Acts 2:1-6, 12-13

1 On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one
place. 2Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a
mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting.

3 Then, whalooked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled
on each of them. And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit
and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them
this ability.

5 At that time there were devout Jews frawery nation living in
Jerusalem. &Vhen they heard the loud noise, everyone came running,
and they were bewildered to hear their own languadpeing spoken by
the believers

12They stood there amazed aredng?ér pl
they asked eachtber.

13Bu't others in the crowd ridiculed
that ' s all "

VIDEO Sermon Intro

SLIDE Intervarsity Native Ministries

(Drum circle will do a song.)
SLIDE “The Power of Learning Other Languages”

| want to thank the group from Intervarsity Native Ministries for
being with us this weekend and worship, especially since it’s graduation
weekend up at Fort Lewis College. This is Native American awareness
weekend for us and we have been blessed to have their group with us
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over the past few years on this weekend. | thought it was especially
appropriate as we continue a series of sermons that we’ve been doing
on what it means to really connect and to be a part of a social network
that goes deeper than our online activity. We are going to focus today
on the power of learning other languages because this is a deep and
central part of our faith. We have many Scripture passages and stories
about what it means to be one in Christ, recognizing that our faith is
meant to transcend our differences.

As we look at that today, | would invite you to take out of your
bulletin your Meditation Moments and your Message Notes. If you're
watching at home online you can download this resource right off the
website. There are some blank lines below for you to take notes and |
would love for you to write down anything you feel like God is speaking
to you today during our time of worship.

Below that you will find Meditation Moments that can help you
go deeper in today’s message throughout the next week. We hope you
will find that to be a blessing.

When it comes to this idea of learning other languages, | was
reminded this past week of an experience | had on a Native American
reservation over 20 years ago, especially since this week we are
focusing on Native American awareness and our ministry together. |
think I’'ve shared the story with you before, but when | was doing full-
time youth ministry | would take our senior high youth group each
summer to work with Sierra Service Project in Northern and Central
California and sometimes Nevada and Arizona. It is a United Methodist
ministry that partners with Native American communities who invite
them in to connect in the summers.

For several months each summer, youth groups from all over the
country, most of them United Methodist, would gather for one week at
a time to meet members of that Native American tribe and to work
with them on their homes doing renovations and upgrades. We did
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everything from painting to replacing roofs to major room additions
and repairs. One of the focuses each week was building community and
so we would do things together as different youth groups living
together for the week, and be joined with youth and adults who lived
on the reservation. Several tribal leaders would often come and do
presentations and tell us about their history and often times there
would be music and drum circles like we experienced to today.

During the week we lived there, they would break our youth
groups up into small work teams with five or six youth and one or two
adults that would go to individual homes to work and spend time with
the families. | had some construction experience and so one year | was
assigned with six high school youth and one other adult to a home that
was the farthest away from our sleeping facilities. There was electricity
at this home but there was no telephone, and we didn’t have cell
phones yet in those days, so we were out from seven in the morning
until five at night working on this home.

The only person living at the home was an older woman who was
one of the elders of the tribe. She was in her 80s and the home was in
desperate need of repair. The walls of her home were made of 1”x 6”
wood boards with no insulation and big cracks in between each plank.
This was in the mountains of northern California and so it got very cold
at night, and there was snow in the winter. She didn’t speak much
English, but each day she would make us tortillas and provide snacks
for the kids, even though she didn’t have much.

Our project was to work on her southwest facing wall, which is
where most of the wind and snow and rain and sun would hit the
house. The boards were falling off the wall in several places and she
had used corrugated aluminum for repairs. After looking at the wall, we
devised a plan to elevate that end of the house with jacks from our cars
and put beams in place. We then built several wall panels and put an
entire new wall on that side of the house, complete with exterior
paneling and interior drywall with insulation in between. We put in new
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windows as well. Considering there were just myself, one other adult
who had never done any construction and six high school kids, we did
pretty well and I’'m pretty proud of that project. | went back and dug
through my old photos and was able to scan some in, because this was
before the day of digital cameras and smart phones. You can tell in the
photos it was from the 80s based on my hat and florescent clothing.
Speaking of other languages, how about the 80s?

GRAPHIC House 1
GRAPHIC House 2
GRAPHIC House 3
GRAPHIC House 4

My fondest memory of this trip was the last day when we had a
celebration barbecue with Clarita. | was hoping to show you a picture of
her, but | couldn’t find one. One of the other tribe members joined us
that day to do some translation for us in to see the work that was done
on the project. He told us that Clarita wanted to give us a gift, because
we had worked so hard on her home and done such an excellent job
and she would now be warm in the winters and cooler in the summers.
She then reached down with speed | had never seen before and
grabbed one of her chickens. Before any of us could say anything, she
had broken its neck and was handing it to me!

What you need to know is that these chickens were about the
only thing this woman on the value, and she wanted to give one to us.
What you also should know is that the three girls who were on our
work team had named all the chickens and they had just watched
Bernice’s life come to an end. You could tell that it was all the girls
could do to not try as Clarita handed me Bernice’s lifeless body.

| was a bit stunned, but | also giggled a bit inside as the suburban
teenagers grappled with a different language that was spoken by
Clarita. | often think of that experience when | think of the idea of
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learning other languages and the importance of being able to enter into
another person’s world. Sometimes, learning another language is about
sharing the same purpose and serving in the name of Christ.

One of the challenges that we have today in our world is that we
have multiple languages being spoken all around us. Each generation
seems to speak a different language. Each political party seems to
speak a different language. Different parts of the country seem to
speak a different language. Different communities in the same city
often speak a different language. Different churches speak different
languages, even though they are down the street from each other.

Our faith has something powerful to speak into those differences
that we must remember, especially in these weeks after Easter. We just
celebrated two weeks ago the resurrection of Jesus Christ and we
remembered the Easter story from the Scriptures. Remember that what
happened after the resurrection is that Jesus sent out the disciples with
the power of his Holy Spirit. He told them to go out and live the story
they had experienced and share it with everyone with whom they met.
The challenge was that there were many languages being spoken in
that region because the holy land was the center of trade and travel
that connected three world continents of Africa, Asia and Europe.

Many of the disciples were also still in hiding, afraid of what
would happen next if they began to tell the stories of Jesus. The book of
Acts begins with the story which highlights this reality and gives us a
powerful picture of how God expects us to take his message into the
world as followers of Jesus. The Scripture we have before us today is
the experience of the followers of Jesus shortly after he had ascended,
when they received again the Holy Spirit in a very unique way. Here is
what we read in the book of Acts, chapter 2, which happened 50 days
after that first Easter.

BIBLE 1 On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting
together in one place. 2 Suddenly, there was a sound from
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heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled
the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like
flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of
them. 4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy
Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy
Spirit gave them this ability.

5 At that time there were devout Jews from every nation
living in Jerusalem. 6 When they heard the loud noise,
everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear
their own languages being spoken by the believers.

12 They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this
mean?” they asked each other.

13 But others in the crowd ridiculed them, saying, “They’re
just drunk, that’s all!”

| love this image of the believers being amazed and perplexed by
the fact that others were learning and hearing their language. The Holy
Spirit longs to come and live inside of each one of us so that we can
fully and truly understand each other and what it means to connect as
the body of Christ, even though we have many differences. Many of
them finally went out into the community for the first time ever and
people thought they were drunk because they were acting so
differently. They had been shy people from Galilee and now they were
speaking with power and authority and communicating with people in
ways they could understand, even though they spoke different
languages.

The power of that moment was not just about the fire and the
wind, but that they now could speak and understand new languages.
They now had a new boldness to reach out into the community and
draw people into the message and story of Jesus. The story tells us that
this ability to speak in new languages was so powerful that 3000 new
people had joined them by the end of the day.
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As we remember the story and think about that first gathering of
Pentecost, here is the question that we need to wrestle with.

SLIDE What new languages is God calling us to learn?

What are the gifts that we have so we might reach out into the
lives of the people in our community? What is God giving us that we
might speak words that others might understand and be captivated by
the message of Jesus.

| can’t help but think about the language of social media which
has overtaken today’s world. | think about technology and the web,
because when used at its best, we can reach people where they are,
speaking a language they can understand. Social media at its best can
reach others and touch their lives in powerful and profound ways, even
as they hide behind screens. Social media is a tool that we can use to
reach masses of people in the comfort of their very own homes in ways
that they can understand. It’s unbelievable to think how far we have
come in just 10 years in terms of this language.

Social media has changed the way that we speak to one another.
It has changed the way that we communicate. Social media has become
a new language. Just look at those characters you find on the cover of
your bulletin. Most of those did not exist five years ago! It has changed
the way that | talk. The other day | was getting someone’s phone
number and | simply called them on my phone and now they have my
number. Then, they took a picture of me and put it in their phonebook
on their phone and | had no control over what my picture looked like!

| find myself telling people to “friend” me on Facebook.
Sometimes we use Facebook as a noun and sometimes we use it as a
verb. “Facebook me,” we sometimes say. Some of you have no idea
what that means while others of you have moved beyond Facebook
and now it’s Instagram and Twitter and other apps | haven’t even
figured out yet. Some of you are not even sure what an “app” is! Am |
right?
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Maybe recently you’ve been in an argument with someone about
some obscure point or piece of information or history. You might be
arguing about the NFL draft or baseball statistics or who played what
character on some ancient TV show from the 80s. In the midst of this
argument, one of you finally throws your hands up and says, “Just
Google it and then we’ll find out!” Is that even a word? What does it
mean to Google something? Well, it makes sense to most of you in the
room, while others of you stopped listening several paragraphs ago
because this is a foreign language!

Social media is changing the way that we speak, like when we say
to someone, “I need some Yelp finding where to eat today?” You
thought | said, “help,” but | actually said, “yelp.” Yelp takes the reviews
of the crowd for restaurants and puts them on the web and allows you
to find the best place to eat, at least you hope so. Restaurants now
have “yelp advisors” who help them upgrade their star status on the
website. It may sound foolish to some of you, but to others of you it
makes perfect sense. This is why we have online worship where
hundreds of people come to watch the sermons and engage in growing
their faith, because there is a new language being spoken and we need
to learn to speak it as the body of Christ.

Then there is a Groupon! How many of you have used Groupon?
It’s a combination of the words “group,” and, “coupon.” We used it on
our last trip to San Diego when | was trying to find a place for us to go
kayaking in La Jolla. La Jolla only has one road in and one road out of
this little area north of San Diego where there is a Cove and caves along
the coast you can explore with your kayak. We thought it would be fun,
until we got there and found out that about 10,000 other people used
the same Groupon and thought it would be fun as well! It was the
middle of the week at the end of March and yet it was so crowded we
just ended up leaving.

This new language of social media, at its best, is a way that we can
reach people where they are and draw them in to a community like

Sermon preached by Jeff Huber - April 15-16, 2017 Page 11




this. At its worst, this new language can become overwhelming and
sometimes we can hide behind it and simply call people names without
any repercussions or having to see their face or their reaction.

Megan Phelps Roper is the granddaughter of Fred Phelps who was
a Methodist Pastor until our denomination removed his credentials.
You may recognize his name as the founder and leader of Westboro
Baptist Church, members of whom were known for their inflammatory
and hurtful rhetoric at soldier’s funerals and other events where they
held up placards and shouted at person’s their beliefs about sin and
how the world is going to hell. Megan ended up leaving her church and
all her family because of social media and talks about the power of
learning to speak other languages. | don’t have time to share with you
whole story, but | want you to hear from her as she shares part of her
story during a Ted talk earlier this year. Some of you are wondering
what a Ted talk is...you’ll have to go online to find out!

VIDEO Megan Phelps Roper testimony

Megan was ostracized by her family and had to learn an entirely
new language to survive in the world. But in that process, she learned a
great deal and | found her learnings so powerful | felt like we should
hear them and ask how we might incorporate them as we think about
learning other languages and seeing people differently. Let’s listen in to
her first learning.

VIDEO Don’t Assume Bad Intent
SLIDE Don’t Assume Bad Intent

What | found fascinating as | listened to Megan was that the
apostle Paul, one of the first missionaries to people who spoke multiple
languages, spoke powerfully about this idea in a text that many of us
have heard before from 1 Corinthians 13: 1-8. Paul did not write this
text for weddings, as | have often reminded you, but rather for those
moments in the church where people were not getting along.
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BIBLE 1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels,
but didn’t love others, | would only be a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. 2 If | had the gift of prophecy, and if |
understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed all
knowledge, and if | had such faith that | could move
mountains, but didn’t love others, | would be nothing. 3 If |
gave everything | have to the poor and even sacrificed my
body, I could boast about it; but if | didn’t love others, |
would have gained nothing.

4 Love is patient and kind.

If we are to learn other languages, we must invite the Holy Spirit
to change our hearts and realize that it’s not about the doctrine we
profess or always being right or speaking some special language of God
or even knowing what God intends or hopes for, lest we do these things
and forget how to love. This kind of love is a choice that we make and
we do that by not assuming bad intent when we disagree with
someone else, and instead choose to listen and love them, even if we
don’t fully understand or disagree. And that leads to the next learning
Megan had.

VIDEO Ask Questions
SLIDE Ask Questions

When we take the time to ask questions, it means that we are
listening and we want to know the answer. When we first brought our
kids back from Ukraine after adopting them more than 11 years ago,
they didn’t speak any English. We asked our translator how we were
supposed to communicate with them, especially when they began
talking to us very fast in Ukrainian. She told us to simply say “dah”
which means “yes,” and then see what they do. If we are okay with
what they are doing, they we’re fine. But if they start doing something
we don’t want them to do, we quickly say, “nyet,” which means, “no.”
This is how we parented for the first few months of our kid’s lives until
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they learned more of our language and we learned more Ukranian.

One day the kids were jabbering loudly and quickly at me from
the back of the car as | was driving home. It was a long day and | was
tired, so | simply said, “dah.” They both got quiet very quickly and
began to smile and | was happy because they no longer were yapping at
me. We got home and | went and crashed on the bed and when | came
downstairs they were both sitting by the front door with their swim
bags and towels, ready to go to the recreation center swimming pool,
looking at me with their big, brown, Ukrainian eyes.

This is what happens when you don’t ask clarifying questions and
you simply say yes or no! Many of us parent this way, even when we
speak our kid’s language. But we will be much better served if we can
learn their language by asking questions and showing genuine concern.

The next part of Paul’s admonition to the people in Corinth is very
helpful in these moments.

BIBLE Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does
not demand its own way.

That leads to the third learning Megan shares.
VIDEO Stay Calm
SLIDE Stay Calm

Staying calm means not insisting on your own way or being
boastful or being proud or being rude. | was reading this last week
about former President Obama speaking to a group of college students
at the University of Chicago. All the panel members were Democrats
except for one Republican, University of Chicago undergraduate Max
M. Freedman. Asked by Obama whether he has a hard time being
heard on a college campus as a Republican, Freedman replied, "You can
expect some level of ostracizing from certain people."

"There’s a significant empathy gap, not just here, but
everywhere... We'’ve cloistered ourselves," Freedman said. "Civic
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engagement, at some point, will require a level of civility."
That reminded me of Paul’s next few words.

BIBLE Love is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being
wronged.

What | appreciated most about Megan and her perspective and
learnings, was that she does not suggest that we simply give in when
we disagree. Let’s listen to her last learning.

VIDEO Make the Argument
SLIDE Make the Argument

After former president Obama was elected in 2004 and after this
most recent election of Pres. Trump, | had similar conversations with
colleagues. We were talking about the election results and | made a
comment about how our congregation had probably an equal number
of people voting for each candidate. My colleague would then say
something like, “Oh, | don’t know how you can deal with thosepeople
who voted for that candidate.” | very politely and lovingly said that |
appreciated the fact that we had both voices in our congregation,
because if we can’t figure out how to work this out in the church, the
body of Christ, followers of Jesus who claim to love God and love others
as ourselves, then how in the world is the world ever going to get it!?

This is what the apostle Paul asks us to do as he finishes this
powerful passage about agape, love which is a choice.

BIBLE 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful,
and endures through every circumstance.
8 Prophecy and speaking in unknown languages and
special knowledge will become useless. But love will last
forever!

In the same letter to the people of Corinth, Paul talks about
learning new languages by becoming a servant to all people so we
might bring many to Christ. He kept his bearings in Christ, but he
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entered into their world and didn’t judge it. He tried to experience
things from their point of view.

This weekend we baptized someone and next weekend we will
baptize several of our youth who are going through confirmation, which
is a chance for them to confirm their faith. When we get baptized, we
are stating our willingness to follow Christ into new places where we
will learn new languages and be able to bring his grace and mercy to
the world. This is what Paul writes about this in Galatians 3: 26-28.

BIBLE 26 For you are all children of God through faith in Christ
Jesus. 27 And all who have been united with Christ in
baptism have put on the character of Christ, like putting on
new clothes. 28 There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or
free, male and female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus.

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, talked about the world
being our parish and being willing to travel down any road God takes us
and learning new languages so we can together pursue the heart of
God. He also said these powerful words.

SLIDE “Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike?
May we not be of one heart, though we are not of one
opinion? Without all doubt, we may.”

We are meant to pursue the heart of God together, not in
isolation, and not with pride and arrogance. We are meant to be one
with God so that we can be one in ministry to all the world, so we can
live out this picture of heaven on earth. Is it easy? No, but nothing good
in life ever is. Each of us are called to get outside of our comfort zone,
because that is where God can use you, when you know you can’t do it
on your own.

Some of you might be called to employ technology. Maybe God is
calling you to post a status on your Facebook page where you invite
people to join us for “Love Out Loud,” where people don’t even have to
come inside the building to go to church with you. Maybe you invite
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them to join you in changing the world and learning new languages as
you get out of a comfort zone. Maybe God is calling you to post on your
feed a link to our mission website, and invite people to pray for this
team of college students leaving for Haiti. Then they can read and
watch this amazing group of young people serve and be inspired.
Maybe God is calling you to “like” Inter-varsity Native Ministries so
people can see what amazing work they are doing up on the Fort Lewis
College campus.

It might be that God is calling some of you to email your entire
address book, not with an invitation to come here and join us in
worship, but with a link to our website where they can worship with us
online and check out some sermon that you feel will speak to their
hearts. They might not be willing to come into a place like this, but they
might be willing to worship online.

Maybe you are technologically challenged, but you’re willing to
pray for people that you don’t even know. This last week, we had a
telephone call from a person who has been experiencing some very
difficult times in her profession and in her life. That morning she was
desperately calling out to God for a sign. She called the church in tears,
and asked us to let our prayer team know that she got a prayer letter
the church that very day that she was struggling. She said that it was
the first sign of hope she has felt or seen in months.

You see, we can connect in many different and powerful ways as
the people of God. For some of you, prayer might seem a foreign
language, but if you’re willing to learn it, it can be a lifeline to someone
else and even in your life. My guess is that all of us in here has someone
in our community or in our social network that we haven’t talked to in a
while. So today, as we close, I’'m going to invite you to break protocol
and get out your cell phone. Turn your cell phone on, but leave it on
silent or stun in case someone calls you in the service. | would like you
to think of that person that maybe you haven’t talked to in a while or
maybe your last conversation was strained. Maybe it is someone who

Sermon preached by Jeff Huber - April 15-16, 2017 Page 17




posted something on Facebook that you disagreed with.

| want to invite you to speak to them right now in a text or instant
message or post. | encourage you to simply tell them that you are
thinking about them and that you are thankful to be in their life, and
that you’re excited about connecting with them. My guess is that if
each one of us were to share that now, that in about five minutes, we
would hear a symphony of indications or notifications if we had our cell
phone sound on! My guess is that they will respond and say, “What’s
wrong with you? Are you supposed to be in church?”

When you get that message, | want you to tell them that you are
in church and that you would love it if they would join you sometime.
God calls us through the Scriptures to speak new languages, to reach
out to people in languages that they can understand, to meet them so
that we might make disciples of all nations for the transformation of
the world. My hope is that you will go from this place and see
everybody in your network as an opportunity to speak the power and
message of THE story of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

| want to end by coming back to my story of Clarita. After she had
given me Bernice the chicken, she could tell | didn’t know what to do
with her. So, she took her graciously, and that night we gathered with
Clarita and members of her tribe and had a barbecue. Yes, Bernice
came to the barbecue and we enjoyed fellowship around the table. We
learned to speak Clarita’s language, even though it wasn’t verbal. We
ate together and sang together and worshiped together that night.

That is why we come to the table each week and share the bread
and the cup. It is meant to remind us that whenever two or more are
gathered around the table, Jesus is present with us and he will fill us
with his Holy Spirit so we might be able to speak each other’s languages
and learn how to love each other, even through our differences. This is
the power of learning other languages. This is the power of the Holy
Spirit. This is the power of this table today and why all are invited to
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gather who long to follow Jesus.
SLIDE Communion

Let’s pray.
SLIDE Prayer

Gracious God, we give you thanks for bringing us to this place in
worship today. We give you thanks foplace where we can encounter
you in this time of worship. We pray that you would fill us now with
your Holy Spirit, and that you would employ us to go about doing your
work, connecting with others so we might make disciples of your son
Jesus in all places

Use our gifts and our passions and our connections with others,
that we might speak to other people in their language, so they might be
drawn into this story of Jesus. Speak in us and through us, until we all
join back up and feast at your heavenly baafj here on earth just as it
is in heavenl pray youwould bless us and keep asd send us forth in
your name Amen.
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